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others indeed, not yet strengthened in soul, refused to
accept in their entirety the lessons of the inviolate faith.
Moreover some were wont secretly, some openly to
sacrifice to trees and springs; some in secret, others
openly practised inspections of victims and divina-
tions, legerdemain and incantations; some turned
their attention to auguries and auspices and various
sacrificial rites;l while others, with sounder minds,
abandoned all the profanations of heathenism, and
committed none of these things. With the advice and
counsel of these last, the saint attempted, in the place
called Gaesmere,2 while the servants of God stood by
his side, to fell3 a certain oak of extraordinary size,
which is called, by an old name of the pagans, the Oak
of Jupiter,4 And when in the strength of his steadfast
heart he had cut the lower notch,5 there was present a
great multitude of pagans,6 who in their souls were
most earnestly cursing the enemy of their gods. But
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1  &, 43-

2  The location is uncertain.   There are in Hesse several places
named Geismar.

8 Succidere.

4 The Latin rendering of the Teutonic Thor.

8 Cum arborcm succidisset. Of the first or lower notch, cut to the
centre of the tree from the side toward which it was Intended that the
tree should fall.

6 As Otloh puts it, ** Ad . . . arboris incisionem magna pagano-
rum multitude concurritn: assembled no doubt from the farms and
villages for miles around, while the axe was making its slow progress
through the tough wood.